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Welcome to the City of Williams Lake! 

Welcome to Williams Lake, the major service centre to the vast, picturesque Cariboo Chilcotin region of British 

Columbia.  

We are committed to making it as easy as possible for you to do business and invest in our community.  Our professional 

staff and pro-business governments have earned our city the reputation as being one of the best and most 

accommodating in the province to do business with. 

Williams Lake and area has a thriving and diverse economy supported by forestry, mining, agriculture, tourism and most 

ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  CƻǊ ƭƛŦŜǎǘȅƭŜΣ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ [ŀƪŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ōŜŀǘΦ  ! ƳƻŘŜǊƴ Ŏƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŀƳŜƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ ƻǳǊ ƎǊŜŀǘ 

hometown and western hospitality makes this an ideal place for people raising a family, starting a business or retiring.  

The surrounding pristine wilderness provides an unlimited playground while the conveniences of city living are just 

outside your door. 

With an attractive mix of business opportunity and high quality lifestyle the Williams Lake area is a great place to hang 

your hat! 
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1. DEMOGRAPHICS 

POPULATION 

 

WILLIAMS LAKE & AREA 

Population By 
Age Group 

Population  
(2001) 

Population  
(2006) 

Population  
(2011) 

Distribution % (2011) 

0-14 5,800 3,515 3,245 18% 

15-24 3,670 4,280 2,350 13% 

25-44 7,320 4,875 4,545 25% 

45-64 6,620 5,535 5,795 31% 

65+ 2,260 2,150 2,540 14% 

Total: 25,120 18,760 18,408 100.0% 

Median Age:   36.5 39.2 41.2  
 

A Between the Census in 2001 & 2006 the Fort St. John Census Agglomeration boundary was changed. This accounts for the smaller 2001 population.  
The total of 23,007 is an adjusted count to reflect the 2006/ 2011 boundary. 

Data Source: Statistics Canada ς Data Source: Census Community Profile ς http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/index-eng.cfm?HPA 
 

NORTHERN BC 

Population By 
Age Group 

Population  
(2001) 

Population  
(2006) 

Population  
(2011) 

Distribution % (2011) 

0-14 76,345 65,835 61,225 18.6% 

15-24 49,160 46,175 43,750 13.3% 

25-44 103,735 87,855 82,280 24.9% 

45-64 83,765 95,340 100,935 30.6% 

65+ 29,225 34,905 41,790 12.7% 

Total: 361,968 330,041 329,959 100.0% 

Median Age:   35.0 39.5 42.2  
 

Data Source: 2001, 2006  and 2011 Census Community Profiles ς http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/index-eng.cfm?HPA 
άbƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ./έ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎΥ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻŦ .ǳƭƪŜƭȅ bŜŎƘŀƪƻΣ /ŀǊƛōƻƻ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ /ƻŀǎǘ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ CǊŀser-Fort George Regional District, 
Kitimat-Stikine Regional District, Northern Rockies Regional Municipality, Peace River Regional District, Skeena-Queen Charlotte Regional District, Squamish-

Lillooet Regional District Electoral Areas A and B, Stikine Region,  and Thompson-Nicola Regional District Electoral Areas E and I. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/index-eng.cfm?HPA
http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/index-eng.cfm?HPA
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POPULATION PROJECTION ς CARIBOO REGIONAL DISTRICT 

 

Data Source: BC Stats - http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Demography/PopulationProjections.aspx 

 

  

HOUSEHOLD INCOME 

Household Income 2001 2006 2011 

Number of Households 9,455 7,545 7,625 

Median Income ς Private 
Households 

$49,907 (CDN) $55,674 (CDN) $59,870 (CDN) 

Median After-Tax Income ς Private 
Households  

- $48,239 (CDN) $53,523 (CDN) 

Data Source: 2001 and 2006 Census Community Profile - http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/index-eng.cfm?HPA 
Data Source: 2011 National Household Survey - http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/nhs-enm/index-eng.cfm 

 

HOUSEHOLD INCOME ς DISTRIBUTION

 

Data Source: BC Stats: Williams Lake Community Profile ς www.bcstats.gov.bca.ca  

25,041

22,830

24,067
24,257

24,507 24,738

2001 2006 2011 2016 2021 2026

5,580  73% 

1,820   17.6%

1,260   12.2%

1,700  16.4%

$80,000 CDN and over

$50,000 to $79,999 CDN

$30,000 to $49,999 CDN

Less than $30,000 CDN

http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Demography/PopulationProjections.aspx
http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/index-eng.cfm?HPA
http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/nhs-enm/index-eng.cfm
http://www.bcstats.gov.bca.ca/


8 
 

WORKFORCE EDUCATION ATTAINMENT 

Level of Education No. Attained Percent 

High School Diploma Only 7590 30.5% 

College/University Certificate/Diploma 4870 19.6% 

Less than High School Diploma 6000 24.1% 

Apprenticeship/Trades Certificate/Diploma 3635 14.6% 

University Bachelors Degree 1680 6.8% 
University certificate,  diploma or degree above bachelor level 1090 4.4% 

Data Source: StatsCan ς 2011 Census ς ά9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴέ 

 

LANGUAGE KNOWLEDGE 

 
Data Source: StatsCan ς 2011 Census ς άaƻǘƘŜǊ ¢ƻƴƎǳŜέ   

Languages Spoken Citizens 

English 16,405 

Punjabi 365 

German 310 

French 275 

Dutch 65 

Chinese 70 

Tagalog (Filipino) 45 

Ukrainian 40 

Spanish 30 

Italian 15 

Finnish 15 

Russian 15 

Cree 10 

Czech 10 

Norwegian 10 

Vietnamese 5 

Polish 5 
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2. LABOUR FORCE 

EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY  

WILLIAMS LAKE 

Sector (Industry) Number Percent 

Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing & 
Hunting 

775 7% 

Mining, Quarrying & Oil and 
Gas 

700 7% 

Construction 560 5% 

Manufacturing 980 10% 

Transportation & Warehousing 450 4% 

Utilities 50 .5% 

Wholesale Trade 270 3% 

Retail Trade 1,235 12% 

Services 3,760 36.4% 

Finance, Insurance & Real 
Estate 

360 4% 

Government 775 7% 

Total 10,185 100.0% 
 

NORTHERN BC 

Sector (Industry) Number Percent 

Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing & 
Hunting 

12,329 7.1% 

Mining, Quarrying & Oil and Gas 8,891 5.1% 

Construction 14,409 8.3% 

Manufacturing 15,394 8.9% 

Transportation & Warehousing 10,787 6.2% 

Utilities 1,182 0.7% 

Wholesale Trade 4,704 2.7% 

Retail Trade 19,343 11.2% 

Services 64,315 37.1% 

Finance, Insurance & Real Estate 6,316 3.6% 

Government 12,972 7.5% 

Total 173,333 100.0% 
 

Data Source: Statistics Canada ς National Household Survey 2011-  Houston, Regional Distict Profile: Bulkley-Nechako, Cariboo, Central Coast, Frase- Fort 
George, Kitimat-Stikine, Northern Rockies, Peace River, Skeena-Queen Charlotte, Squamish-Lillooet(Areas A &B), Thompson Nicola (Areas E&I) and Stikine 

 http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/nhs-enm/2011/dp-pd/index-eng.cfm    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/nhs-enm/2011/dp-pd/index-eng.cfm















































































