ECONOMIC INDICATORS
SUMMARY:

|2021

| CITY OF WILLIAMS LAKE GENERATED STATISTICS|

2021 saw another challenging year for our business
community, and much time and effort was spent to
support businesses to adapt and change to the
disruptions brought on due to the COVID-19
Pandemic. Williams Lake once again showed how
resilient our community can be when faced with
obstacles and the business community has risen to the
challenge of maintaining operations while providing a
safe environment for staff and customers.
The City’s Economic Development Office has been
coordinating monthly calls with local business
development partners to ensure that business owners
have clarity on where they will find the services and
supports. Whether it is assistance in applying for relief
funding or training on how to move to digital platforms
for e-commerce, the local community has rallied for
business owners and have been able to provide good
direction on how to access services and supports.

New Home
Construction
2019
2020
2021
Business
License
2019
2020
2021
Building
Permits
2019
2020
2021

Permits
Issued
8
9
7
Number
Issued
1062
1082
1107

Year Total
$2,593,000
$2,557,00
$3,262,00
Permits
Renewed
935
971
984

Permits
Issued
115
138
148

New
Permits
127
111
123

Year Total
$36,253,900
$19,950,093
$22,148,662

The Housing Incentive Program Launched by Northern Development
Initiative (NDIT) in 2019, is aimed at creating density in the very tight
northern region housing market. A second project under this program has
just been completed in Williams Lake by local contractor Titan Construction.
The four-plex development on Mackenzie Avenue is adding four – three
bedroom units to the available rental stock in Williams Lake.

HOUSING NEEDS
In 2021, the City completed and published the Central
Cariboo Housing Needs and Gap Analysis. Led by the
City of Williams Lake, this joint project with the Cariboo
Regional District looked at the Central Cariboo and
provides an analysis of current housing mix and
conditions and provides 10 year projections on the
required housing needs for our area.

‘The news of demand
outpacing supply may be good
news for sellers, but
unaffordable housing is
increasingly an issue in B.C.’
- CTV NEWS, 2022.

Labour
Force
2019
2020
2021

Unemployment
Rate%
6.3
9.8
4.5

Source: Statistics Canada, Labour Force Survey -Cariboo Region

Year
| CITY SPACES ANTICIPATES A NEED FOR 463 HOUSING
UNITS BY 2028|

2019
2020
2021

Average
Price
$287,916
$335,585
$377,583

Property
Units Sold
158
153
213

Source: BC Northern Real Estate Board -Single
Family Dwelling Units Sold

Before

AFTER
Love Williams Lake
The Shop Local movement is an important part of a vibrant and healthy
business community, and it has been a very important initiative as we
navigate business recovery from the COVID-19 impacts. Now in its 8th year,
the program is a thriving online connection to the small business community.
The City of Williams Lake continues to support the program with our local
initiative through the popular “Love Bucks” program.

Business Façade Program
2021 saw 6 successful projects
receive a rebate from a $20,000 fund
available through the Northern
Development’s Business Façade
Program. Applications for this
initiative open in late March annually
and are an incentive to business
owners to improve the look of their
commercial properties.

MAJOR PROJECTS |PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT IN 2021
•

Sewer and Sanitary main repair on Frizzi road post landslide damage.

•

Finished design and started construction for River Valley Bridges post 2020 Flooding.

•

Grant approval and design of River Valley Boardwalk project connecting Williams Lake to the
River Valley Trailhead -construction to begin in 2022.

•

Central Cariboo Housing Needs and Gap Analysis

•

Public consultation regarding housing needs and park spaces

•

Approved the Cariboo Memorial Hospital Expansion Project to break ground in spring 2022.

•

Boitanio Mall Housing Redevelopment Approved – 82 Units

•

New Bike-Wash Station at the Tourism Development Centre

•

TRU Partnership Project to relocate Antique Fire Truck and structure to new Fire Hall

AIRPORT HIGHLIGHTS
Year
2018
2019
2020
2021

Aircraft
Movements
10,107
8701
5,621
7,663

Scheduled
Passenger Traffic
34,549
34,649
9,691
9,506

Williams Lake Regional Airport Phase 2 improvements
Phase 2 of terminal building improvements completed in
2021 with the support of Northern Development’s contribution
of $125,000 towards the project that saw the completion of
façade work to the exterior of the terminal, a new timber
framed entrance canopy to provide cover when
disembarking, and interior upgrades such as new furnishings.

Mayor Cobb
taking a
helicopter ride
to view the
devastating
2017 fire
damage in the
community.

